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1. INTRODUCTION: 

Education has long been a key driver of social and economic progress, yet historically, it remained a privilege 

rather than a fundamental right. Before the 19th century, formal education was largely restricted to the elite, while 

marginalized communities, women, and persons with disabilities were systematically excluded. This exclusion persisted 

due to deep-rooted social discrimination and a lack of awareness about the importance of education. However, by the 

19th and early 20th centuries, society began recognizing education as a human right, leading to the establishment of 

special institutions for marginalized groups. Despite these early efforts, true inclusion remained distant, as many students 

with disabilities and those from disadvantaged backgrounds were placed in segregated educational settings. 

Following India's independence in 1947, the government took significant steps to address these disparities. At 

the time, the country's literacy rate was alarmingly low at approximately 12%, with a severe lack of infrastructure, 

trained educators, and equitable access to schooling. Recognizing education as a fundamental pillar of national 

development, India introduced key constitutional provisions such as Article 45, which mandated free and compulsory 

education for children up to the age of 14, and Article 46, which promoted education for socio-economically 

disadvantaged groups (SEDGs), including Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs). The National Policy on 

Education (NPE) 1968 and 1986 further strengthened these efforts, focusing on reducing educational inequalities and 

expanding opportunities for marginalized groups. 

Despite these policy interventions, several challenges persisted. Women's education, for instance, remained a 

low priority due to patriarchal norms, early marriage, and safety concerns. It was only in the 21st century that targeted 

initiatives like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 2001 and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (2015) significantly improved female 

literacy rates. Similarly, inclusive education policies evolved over time, transitioning from segregation to integration, 

and eventually to a more adaptive and flexible approach that accommodates diverse learning needs. 

While India has made considerable progress in expanding educational access, the extent to which policies have 

influenced actual growth remains a crucial area of study. This research, "A Study on Educational Policies and Their 
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Reflection on Statistical Growth in India: A 30-Year Analysis," aims to examine the impact of key educational policies 

on statistical indicators such as enrollment rates, literacy levels, dropout rates, and infrastructure development over the 

past three decades. By correlating policy frameworks with statistical trends, this study seeks to assess their effectiveness, 

identify gaps in implementation, and provide insights into future policy improvements. 

 

2. OBJECTIVES:  

1. To study various educational policies and acts of India. 

2. To analyze the educational statistics of India of last 3 decades. 

3. To relate the educational statistics with respect to educational policies and acts. 

4. To check the progress of educational statistics of India of last 3 decades. 

 

3. LITERATURE REVIEW: 

Educational policies play a crucial role in shaping a nation's literacy rate, enrollment trends, and overall 

accessibility to education. Over the past three decades, India has introduced several policies aimed at promoting 

inclusive and equitable education, leading to measurable improvements in key statistical indicators such as school 

enrollment , dropout rates, and literacy levels among disadvantaged groups. This section critically examines the major 

educational policies and their statistical impact on India's educational growth. 

 

1. Early Foundations of Educational Reform: NPE 1968 & NPE 1986 

The National Policy on Education (NPE) 1968 was India's first comprehensive education policy aimed at 

reducing educational inequalities and expanding opportunities for marginalized communities. It emphasized the 

need for a common school system, regional language instruction, and teacher training, which laid the foundation 

for inclusive education. However, its impact was limited due to the lack of a structured implementation 

framework. 

Building upon this, the NPE 1986 introduced the concept of "Education for Equality," focusing on integrating 

children with disabilities into mainstream schools. It stressed teacher training, non-formal education, and 

assistive technologies for special-needs students.  

 

2. Legislative Framework for Inclusive Education: PwD Act 1995 & RPwD Act 2016 

The Persons with Disabilities (PwD) Act, 1995 was a turning point in making education accessible to children 

with disabilities. It mandated free and compulsory education up to the age of 18 and emphasized removing 

architectural barriers, assistive technology, and teacher training. 

The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016 expanded on these provisions by mandating a barrier-

free learning environment, individualized accommodations, and curriculum modifications.  

 

3. Compulsory & Universal Education Policies: RTE Act 2009 

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 was a landmark reform ensuring 

free elementary education for all children aged 6 to 14. The Act introduced school infrastructure mandates, 

teacher accountability, and a 25% reservation in private schools for disadvantaged groups. 

 

4. Modern Educational Reforms & Technology Integration: NEP 2020 & NCERT Guidelines 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduced a holistic and flexible education system with a focus on 

digital learning, multilingual education, and skill-based training. Unlike previous policies, NEP 2020 recognized 

the need for Special Education Zones (SEZs) to support disadvantaged groups. Additionally, NCERT guidelines 

emphasized the role of adaptive learning tools, accessible digital content, and technology-driven education. 

However, the integration of assistive technology and digital resources for inclusive education remains an area 

requiring further policy refinement and investment. 

 

4. METHODOLOGY:  

The methodology of the study is Qualitative Method. Researcher followed the Documentary Analysis Method 

for the study. It a systematic procedure of reviewing and analyzing documents, both printed and electronic material. The 

researcher has also taken help of various documents of various education committees/commissions of India and DISE 

and NSSO reports of various years of India. 

 

  



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL FOR INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN MULTIDISCIPLINARY FIELD          
ISSN(O): 2455-0620                                                      [ Impact Factor: 9.47 ]          
Monthly, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Indexed Journal with  IC Value : 86.87         
Volume - 11,  Issue - 02,  February -  2025             
 

 

Available online on – WWW.IJIRMF.COM Page 84 

5. FINDINGS: 

 Over the past three decades, India's education sector has witnessed significant policy-driven transformations, 

resulting in measurable improvements in literacy rates, school enrollment, and inclusive education. The statistical data 

analysed in this study reflects the effectiveness of key educational policies such as NPE 1986, PwD Act 1995, RTE 

2009, RPwD Act 2016, and NEP 2020, which have collectively shaped the country's educational landscape. 

 

1. Growth in Enrollment & Literacy Rates 

One of the most significant indicators of educational progress is the increase in enrollment rates and literacy 

levels is that total school enrollment rose from 1.58 crore in 1990 to 2.6 crore in 2021, demonstrating a steady 

expansion in access to education. Gross enrollment in primary education fluctuated, with 100% in 1990, a 

decline to 94% in 2000, and then an increase to 115% in 2010, before stabilizing at 103% in 2021. Youth literacy 

rate (ages 14-24) steadily increased from 64.3% in 1990 to 94.6% in 2021, reflecting the long-term impact of 

policies promoting universal education. The implementation of RTE 2009 played a major role in boosting 

primary school enrollment , particularly through initiatives like the midday meal scheme and financial support 

for economically weaker sections. However, while literacy rates have improved, challenges remain in ensuring 

quality education and reducing dropout rates at the secondary level. 

 

2. Inclusive Education & Enrollment of PwD Students 

The inclusion of persons with disabilities (PwD) in mainstream education has been a gradual but significant 

achievement. According to the 2011 Census, only 54% of PwD individuals were literate, indicating the slow 

pace of inclusion. The RPwD Act 2016 improved access to education by mandating barrier-free learning 

environments, assistive technologies, and individualized accommodations. By 2021, PwD enrollment in 

secondary education had increased from 8.5% (2010) to 19%, highlighting the impact of inclusive policies. 

Despite this progress, many mainstream schools still lack specialized infrastructure and trained educators, 

leading to continued barriers in full inclusion. 

 

3. Impact of Policies on Female Education 

Historically, gender disparities in education were significant due to patriarchal norms, early marriage, and safety 

concerns. Female literacy rates nearly doubled from 50.3% in 1990 to 93% in 2021, reflecting the success of 

policies like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 2001 and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (2015). Infrastructure 

improvements played a key role in increasing female participation—schools with functional toilets for girls 

increased from 84% in 2010 to 97% in 2021.While these gains are commendable, further efforts are required to 

address gender-based dropout rates at the secondary and higher education levels. 

 

4. Improvements in School Infrastructure & Government Expenditure 

India's education infrastructure has steadily improved over the years. Total number of schools increased from 

7.75 lakh in 1990 to 15.1 lakh in 2021, expanding access to education across rural and urban areas. Pupil-teacher 

ratio (primary level) improved significantly from 43:1 in 1990 to 26:1 in 2021, reflecting better learning 

conditions. Government expenditure on education increased from 3.38% of GDP in 2010 to 4.6% in 2021, but 

still falls short of the 6% target recommended by NEP 2020. Despite this progress, rural schools continue to 

face shortages of trained teachers and digital learning resources, creating disparities in learning outcomes. 

 

5. Challenges & Areas for Further Policy Intervention 

While India’s education policies have significantly improved literacy rates, enrollment, and inclusion, several 

challenges persist. Dropout rates at the secondary level remain a concern, particularly for socio-economically 

disadvantaged groups. Quality of inclusive education needs improvement, as many mainstream schools lack 

assistive technology and special educators. Bridging the rural-urban gap remains a challenge, with rural schools 

still struggling with infrastructure deficits and digital access. 

 

8. CONCLUSION:  

India's educational policies over the past three decades have played a critical role in increasing literacy rates, 

school enrollment, and accessibility to education for marginalized groups. Reforms such as RTE 2009 and NEP 2020 

have contributed to significant improvements in primary education enrollment, female literacy, and infrastructure 

development. Meanwhile, policies like the PwD Act 1995 and RPwD Act 2016 have promoted inclusive education by 

ensuring accessibility for students with disabilities. 
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Despite this progress, challenges remain. Dropout rates at the secondary level, particularly among disadvantaged 

groups, require further policy interventions. Rural schools still face shortages of trained teachers, digital learning 

resources, and infrastructure support, leading to disparities in learning outcomes. Moreover, while inclusive education 

policies have expanded opportunities for PwD students, mainstream schools often lack assistive technologies and 

specialized educators, limiting full integration. 

To achieve sustainable and equitable educational growth, India must focus on strengthening teacher training, 

expanding digital learning opportunities, and increasing public expenditure on education to meet the NEP 2020 target 

of 6% of GDP. By addressing these gaps, future policies can ensure more effective implementation of educational 

reforms, ultimately fostering a more inclusive, accessible, and high-quality education system for all. 
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